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I’d like to share with you my friend Mary’s moccasin story. 

Mary began by telling me, “For years, Shirley and her husband Tim always sat right 

behind Jeff and me at Mass. And a few times each year we would go out with them after Mass 

and enjoy a leisurely breakfast and have long conversations about everything under the sun. … 

One Sunday morning Shirley asked me about the key chain I had attached to the zipper on my 

purse. It was a miniature Minnetonka moccasin.” 

Mary continued, “I explained to Shirley that I have a tendency of judging people based 

solely on what I see. For instance, I'll be in church (no less), and be thinking about how the man 

in the next pew could be wearing such shabby pants for church, or the lady walking down the 

center aisle with a fine Coach bag that doesn't really match her shoes, coat, or anything.” She 

said, “Once I spent the first half of a homily admiring the manicure on the young lady in front of 

me and just waited for her to move her hand again, so I could see her nails and admire them.” 

Mary said to Shirley, “The moccasin is to remind me never to judge or envy someone else 

until I have walked a mile in their moccasins! Shirley laughed, the way only Shirley can. Her 

whole face laughs and her eyes disappear!” 

Mary said, “I asked Shirley why she was laughing. and she said (between gasps), ‘A 

moccasin … I’d need a combat boot!’" and then they were both laughing.  The following week 

Mary gave Shirley a miniature Minnetonka moccasin at the beginning of Mass to attach to her 

purse. And then Shirley cried. Mary and Shirley have a beautiful friendship.  

We heard many analogies in today’s readings. And the analogies focused on how we 

judge and how we expose what is in our minds and hearts through what we say and do. 

From the Book of Sirach, we heard analogies involving sieves, pots, and fruits. In Israel, 

sieves were used to sift out the outer dead husk or chaff of a grain like wheat, from the inner, 

soft, living grain that would be used to make bread. 

The sieve analogy shows that our speech is like a sieve: our speech reveals the hard, 

dead, ugly useless husks in our minds and hearts, and it separates them from the soft, living, 

beautiful, and good things there. The final bit of wisdom from Sirach provides this point; wait 

until you hear what people have to say before you praise them. 
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In the Gospel we heard more analogies, including one about the blind leading the blind 

and a humorous analogy of the man with a wooden beam in his own eye, claiming to see well 

enough to take the splinter out of another’s eye. These analogies ought to cause us to laugh at 

ourselves and cause us to see ourselves as others see us. 

Maybe the most important parable (or analogy) today, is Jesus’ poking fun at pride and 

our sense of self-importance by saying, “Can a blind person guide a blind person?” Jesus’ point 

is this, it is much easier to see other’s faults than our own. We often are blind to our own faults 

in the very act of criticizing others. 

And of the wooden beam in our eye analogy … a wooden beam is much bigger than a 

splinter, so our faults are much bigger than the fault we criticize in others. Jesus teaches that we 

shouldn’t be too quick to find fault with others, while at the same time remaining blind to our 

own shortcomings. 

Setting ourselves up as judges in this way, makes us blind people leading other blind 

people, rather than faithful disciples of Jesus who are quick to forgive rather than quick to judge. 

We heard in last week’s Gospel, “Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop 

condemning and you will not be condemned.” What do we gain by judging others? …  

Judging others places them beneath us, with less dignity. It is good to remember that 

there is only one judge, and his name is Jesus Christ. 

The devil, aka the Accuser, knows our name, but calls us by our sin. 

Jesus knows our sin but calls each of us by our name. With an open hand, Jesus is always 

reaching out to us, inviting and welcoming us back to Him. 

Recently we heard that a disciple is to imitate their teacher. Rather than accuse others like 

the devil, we should imitate the Teacher, by reaching out like Jesus to our brothers and sisters 

and accompanying them on the journey, being drawn closer to Christ. 

Finally, consider these words of advice from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans [14:19], 

“Let us then pursue what leads to peace and to building up one another.” 

 


